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TITLE: BALL THROWING APPARATUS AND METHOD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention : 

This invention relates to apparatus for throwing a ball, and more particularly, to 
such apparatus designed to play the game of fetch with an animal. 



2. Description of the Related Art : 



Out . 



Many dogs are natural retrievers wfeieh-enjoy retrieving objects such as sticks or 

A 

balls. Unfortunately, the stick or ball ifcb thrown at great distances for long periods of time 
which makes a person's back and arm tired before the animal is ready to rest. 

To reconcile this problem, some individuals have resorted to using a bat or tennis 
racket for hitting the ball great distances. Still other individuals use catapults or often- 
sporting devices intended for other sports, such as a jai-alai cesta. 

In addition to one's back and arm becoming tired, another drawbad^^itir playing 
the game of fetch with a dog is having to physically pick up the ball with your hands. 
Typically, after a few throws, the ball is covered with dog saliva which can be distasteful 
and unhealthy to touch. 
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A further drawback is the possibility of getting bit by the dog when initially picking 

up 

■ap- the ball off the ground after the dog has dropped it. 

A ball throwing apparatus. ^^^overcomes all of the above drawbacks is needed. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a ball throwing apparatus. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide such an apparatus that can be 
used to play the game of fetch with an animal without physically touching the ball with the 
hand or fingers. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide such an apparatus that is safe, easy 

to use. and economical to manufacture. 
J Ou 

It is stilL further object to provide a method of playing the game of fetch with an 

animal. 

These and other objects are met by a ball throwing apparatus including an elongated 

shaft with a ball engaging means attached or formed on the distal end of the shaft. The ball 

engaging means is designed to allow the user to easily engage and pick up a ball for 

(PUS 

throwing without having to touch the ball with.^out hand or fingers . The ball engaging 
means is also designed to release the ball when the shaft is held near its proximal end and 
swung. Also/ disclosed is a method of playing ball with an animal using the apparatus. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figgis a perspective view showing an individual using the apparatus to throw a 

ball. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective showing the apparatus being used to remove a ball from a 
position in front of a dog. 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation view of the apparatus. 
Fig. 4 is/a^side elevational view of the apparatus. 
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Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a ball engaged in the head. 

i' 

Fig. 6/ is another perspective view, similar to the view shown in Fig. 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODEMENT(S) 

As shown in the accompanying Figs. 1-6 a ball throwing apparatus 6 includiftg an 
elongated shaft 8 with a flexible upper neck portion 10 extending from a lower handle 
portion 12. Integrally formed over the distal end of the neck portion 10 is a half-spherical 
structure 20 which acts as a ball engaging means designed to snap-fit around a standard 
tennis ball 60. 

The elongated shaft 8 has a sufficient length so that a ball 60 may be easily thrown 
great distances during use. The elongated shaft 8 also has sufficient length to enable the ball 
60 to be easily and safely engaged, when resting adjacent to the animal, without touching the 
ball 60 or the animal's saliva 63 with one f s hands or fingers as shown if Fig. 2. 

The shaft 8 is made of a single curved piece of resilient, lightweight material, such 
as polypropylene plastic, that has sufficient shape memory and flexibility. The upper neck 
portion 10 of the shaft 8 is stiff yet slightly flexible, acting as a spring when engaging the 
ball on the ground and when throwing the ball 60. In the preferred embodiment, the neck 
portion 10 is tapered as shown in Fig. 4. 

When viewed from a side view (Fig. 4) the handle 12 is wider than the neck portion 
10 and includes finger gripping features 13 for easier handling. In the embodiment shown, 
the center portion 15 of the handle 12 is recessed on both side^ thereby reducing the overall 
weight of the shaft 8. 

In the preferred embodiment, the half-spherical structure 20 has an inner radius 
equally to or slightly smaller than the outer radius of a tennis ball 60. Formed on the distal 
and proximal surfaces of the spherical structure 20 are a plurality of curved, equally 
spaced apart flexible leafs 30 that curve and substantially follow the outer radius of the ball 
60. The leafs 30 extend past the mid-axis of the ball 60 when the ball is attached inside the 
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half-spherical structure 20. When attaching a ball to the half-spherical structure 20, the 
half-spherical structure 20 is positioned above the ball and pressed downward. The leafs 
30 bend outward to snap around the ball and hold it inside the half-spherical structure 20. 

In the preferred embodiment, the shaft 8 is between 18 and 32 inches in length. 
The half-spherical structure 20 is integrally formed on the shaft 8 and is made of material 
identical to the shaft 8. The half-spherical structure 20 has an inside radius of 
approximately 1-1/4 inches thereby enabling it to tightly receive a standard tennis ball 
which measures approximately 2-1/4 inches in diameter. As shown in Fig. 4, the shaft 8 is 
slightly curved in a rearward direction and the half-spherical structure 20 is aligned on the 
distal end of the shaft 8 so that the opening plane 24 of the half-spherical structure 20 is 
aligned approximately between 5 degrees forward and 33 degrees behind a line 14' parallel 
to shaft's longitudinal axis 14. By slightly curving the shaft 8, the user is able to reach 
under the animals mouth while standing adjacent to the animal. 

Using the above ball throwing apparatus 6, a method of playing the game of fetch 
with an animal is provided using the following steps: 

a. selecting an elongated shaft with a ball engaging means disposed at its distal 
end, said ball engaging means capable of engaging a ball without the aid of 
one's hands or fingers^ and capable of releasing a ball when said shaft is 
swung; 

b. holding the proximal of said shaft; 

c. attaching a ball to said ball engaging means while holding said shaft; and 

d. swinging said shaft while holding said proximal end thereby causing said 
ball to be released from said ball engaging means. 

In compliance with the statute, the invention, described herein, has been described 
in language more or less specific as to structural features. It should be understood, 
however, the invention is not limited to the specific features shown, since the means and 
construction shown comprised only the preferred embodiments for putting the invention 
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into effect. The invention is, therefore, claimed in any of its forms or modifications within 
the legitimate and valid scope of the amended claims, appropriately interpreted in 
accordance with the doctrine of equivalents. 
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